




Assalamo Alaikom 


The text below is excerpted from my book titled Khadija Daughter of 
Khuwaylid: Wife of Prophet Muhammed in Chinese, English and Spanish (ISBN 
9781534786219): 


HATRED OF 'A'ISHA TOWARDS ALI 11 ^ 1* ^1* 1 te He A 

Let us stop here for a moment to address the issue of the hatred which 'A’isha felt 
towards the Prophet's cousin, husband of the best woman of mankind, namely Fatima 
and now the elected caliph of the Muslims. 

Ali himself analyzed the hostile attitude of 'A’isha towards him, rendering it to the 
following: 

1) The Messenger of Allah 0 always preferred Ali over her father, Abu Bakr, on 

account of his countless merits. In this regard, we read in Ahmed's Musnad, where al- 
Nu'man ibn Basheer is quoted, how Abu Bakr once sought permission to meet the 
Prophet '0. When he entered, he heard 'A’isha loudly saying, v-*' o' ^ 
..t-kL ji <j-j1 u-« 4L1I. "By Allah, I have come to know twice or thrice that you 

love Ali more than you love my father and myself;" 1 

2) When the Prophet established brotherhood between the Ansar and the Muhajirun in 
Medina, he chose Ah rather than anyone else, including Abu Bakr, to be his own 
Brother, 



3) When the Almighty ordered the Prophet to close 
down all doors of his Mosque, which were affiliated 
with the sahaba, only that of Ali was kept open, thus 
granting him access all the time, anytime, 

4) During the Battle of Khaybar, which took place in 

628 A.D., the Prophet 0 gave Ali the banner after 
having given it to others who proved to be unable to 
open the gate of its formidable Jewish fortress. He 
said, A&I ail 51a j |j_c 4-jIjII (jjJac-V 

M Ji* jajj V t jlj3 jjc ijlji jj "I shall 

give the banner tomorrow to a man who loves Allah 
and His Messenger and who is loved by Allah and 
His Messenger, a man who charges and does not flee; 
he shall not return before Allah enables him to score 
victory." 


Ali VA was fully aware of the hatred of ' A’isha towards him. In one of his sermons, 
he implicated her in this statement: u*-Laj t fLuult cjij di*_La I4ij.1t Las Lai 


1 Ahmed ibn Hanbal, Musnad, Vol. 4, p. 275; al-Nisa’i, Khasa'is, p. 28; al-Hafiz al-Haithami, 
Majma ' al-Zawa'id, Vol. 9, p. 126. 
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fj i^l\ Cut La i JUii Lijcj jJj . jjill Jaj*£ UjLaa" "As for that woman, she is 

overcome by women's feeble opinion and by hatred boiling in her chest like a furnace. 
If she is called on to harm others as much as she has harmed me, she will never do 
it." 2 3 

'A’isha was not hostile only towards Ali; she was hostile towards many other men. 
She was vehemently hostile towards Othman ibn Affan as well. Ibn Abul-Hadld 4 , the 
Mu'tazilite scholar, points out to this intense hostility saying, 

( j-a Ljjj LgJ) (jaiUl) Lull (jja tlulS ALujIc £)i jLkSdj jLudl ^ ‘ £yt Jl£» 

tJjj (l)^) Lill Jj-U j ljjj lift ;L£u!l (jalklil] JjJj uul£j ^ Auj-uai^ ^ ljLjj 

^jLi J3 (jLajCj 

Everyone who wrote biographies and chronicles has said that 'A’isha was the most 
hostile person towards Othman, so much so that she took out one of the garments of 
the Messenger of Allah tl which she set up at her house. She used to say to everyone 
who entered her house, ’This is the garment of the Messenger of Allah ; it is yet to 
wear out, whereas Othman has already worn out his Sunnah." 5 She used to do and say 
the same as she walked in Medina's markets, carrying the shirt, as we are told on p. 
22, Vol. 20 of Shark Nahjul-Balagha. Also, historians tell us that she used to say, IjESi 
ji£ Laa 5li*J "Kill Na'thal for he has committed apostasy," thus likening Othman to a 
Jew from Yemen who was famous for his shabby appearance, long and uncouth 
beard. This statement by 'A’isha is recorded on p. 477, Vol. 3, of al-Tabari’s TarTkh 
and in many other references such as: on p. 206, Vol. 3, of Al-Kamil fil TarTkh of Ibn 
al-Athlr and p. 421, Vol. 2, of Kitah al-Futuh of "Abu Muhammed" Ahmed ibn 
A'tham al-Kufi (926-927 A.D. - 320 A.H.) and others. While performing the umra 
rituals in Mecca, 'A’isha kept repeating this slogan, instigating people against 
Othman. 


2 Al-Mufid, p. 24. 

3 Ibn Abul-Hadld, Shark Nahjul-Balagha, Vol. 2, pp. 546-460; Muntakhab Shark Nahjul- 
Balagha, Vol. 6, pp. 315-331. 

4 His name is 'Izz al-DIn 'Abu Hamid 'Abd al-Hamld son of Hibat-Allah ibn Abi al-Hadld al- 

Mutazill al-Mada’ini ^ £h u-i ■*£ Ch o-i 4sl ^ ^1 <jj jjftil isL jjI 

^JjxaSI ^liftJI ftjftaJI, He was bom on Sunday, the first of Thul-Hijja, 586 A.H./December 30, 
1190 in Ctesiphon, or al-Mada’in, now called Salman Pak, sacred Salman, a reference to 
Salman al-Farisi who is buried in a shrine there. Al-Mada’in is located south of Baghdad, Iraq. 
He died in June of 1258. He was a renown Shafi’i Mu'tazili scholar of his time and a 
recognized writer who studied under the tutelage of Abul-Khayr Musaddiq ibn Sabib al- 
Wasiti (d. 605 A.H.). He is known for his commentary on Nahjul-Balagha which he 
titled Shark Nahjul-Balagha 4&5UI £ 

'ibn Abul-Hadld, Shark Nahjul-Balagha, Vol. 6, p. 215. 
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FORMING THE EVIL COALITION 

When Talhah and al-Zubayr came to know, four months after Othman' s murder, about 
the hostile attitude of 'A'isha and her people, they caught up with her and pledged to 
assist each other against Commander of the Faithful Ah rMk Both men sought Ali's 
pennission to go to perfonn the 'umra. He said, 'J'j' '-*4-'' "Allah kn ows 

that they have ghadra (treachery, not 'umra) on mind." 6 

Having finished the 'umra rituals, 'A’isha was on her way back to Medina when, at 
Saraf, she met Abdullah ibn Umin Kilab of Banu Salamah. She asked him in her 
Hijazi accent, "Are you wandering about?" He said, "They killed Othman then 
stayed for eight days..." She interrupted his statement to ask him, "What did they do 
after that?" He said, ydfr jA ij\ 3*' Ulii 

.(^50-2! 4_2e.) i-JUa (j-j "The matter was settled through consensus by the people of 
Medina who concluded it very well; they were unanimous on electing Ali rMk" 
Hearing this statement, 'A’isha said, pj 0,' l> ' 1A if**’ ‘■ "■' ■ Vai l O' ^ 

.4_«Jj (jj-llaV 3llj tLajllia 0'- 4 -* c 3>'j ; JjJj (j-b J <4ia ( _ y i) £i2 j j ! !2lx^Lual 

"By Allah! I wish this sky fell on this earth if the matter is thus completed for your 
fellow!! Take me back! Take me back!" She went to Mecca repeating this statement, 
"Othman, by Allah, has been wrongly killed; by Allah, I shall avenge his killing." The 
man could not help saying this to her, :0p>^ ^42£ 4.2 ja. JUi 3i' O' !'“pi 

jia 5ti*2 IjJj2I) "Why? ! By Allah, the first person to charge him of derailing the 
course was you, and you used to say, ’Kill Na'thal, for he has committed apostasy.’" 
She said, Jj^' o-« ‘'jJlij ^ j ^ «jj!21«I "They let him 

repent, then they killed him. I have said it, and they have said, and my last statement 
is better than my first." He, thereupon instantly composed these verses of poetry: 
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You started it, then you changed your mind, 
From you did the wind blow and the rainfall, 
You ordered the leader to be killed, 

Telling us that he became kafir. 

So we obeyed you and killed him, 

While his killer is among us: 

The one who ordered it. 

The ceiling over us did not fall, 


6 A1-Balathiri, Kitab Futuh al-Buldan, Vol. 2, p. 158; al-Tabari, Tankh, Vol. 4, p. 429; al- 
Mufld, Al-Amali , Vol. 1, pp. 525-434. 
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Nor did our sun and moon eclipse, 

People have sworn fealty to a generous man, 

One who removes impurities and straightens what falls, 
One who wears for the war its outfits, 

One who is loyal, not like one who betrays . 7 


7 A1-Mas'udi, Muruj al-Thahab Vol. 1, p. 651. Of course, the reader understands 

that this reference indicates these Arabic verses of poetry and the whole story behind them. 
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'A’ISHA FAILS TO RECRUIT UMM SALAMAH^ 

When 'A'isha met Umm Salamah, the first expressed her grief over Othman saying 
that he was killed unjustly. Here is what historian al-Tabari narrates on p. 486, Vol. 6, 
of the Arabic edition of his TarTkh : 

i 4_jk CjJS (jM-s'i tj cAJlileLi ft j4 Auajlla 4_»iui 

s j <r*n!l <LoLui Ci ijCj 4_utile j! j Vl_a j.Ua^ JjSj jjlaj_4]| j-ui jA j 

yjft 4_utile i_jjUj <L&Lui j>| Ci kai tA-Cafrill Clli jtuiij jj jl l^-La Cuilaj t jLaik uillall 

jj i ja si j^l AAilcj ,i_aLLa Jjfr (jij ja jLak jl *_a . 4_a.ij i_jlklt pii jLaik JjSj (jJjll (jkijaj 
u jLaj jl A&V V 4j|j 4jk) JjLuaS j4 Uui <Laiui Ci j£j ,4j| jS 1 in (_>ualj ‘*J-a 

4_ik) <_5-k J_jii jjJ (4j]j 4_ik 41ll 4Xl Jj-ui j j-a diXAjai L«j L$j jiij i L^JlIafr jj Lk 

ClJj 3-S A-jLile Ci j^Aji Vi_jIj-aJ| i_i5LS 1 frakj J-»aJI Aj^Lua jkui ; Jli ^ jj '’’y ■ l$j ij£jj 

A_£2 .4_ih| jj U>j .s j <<mll jLuiIl ^^k Cujfr . Uij^» jl£ jjjLI!) ji jk iAaIui ^i Cixj3j 

fi jjkll J-uajj .sjL^i. £jJ*X jLsk L-i Ihll j-a t ou'-jll tfcji : jjju Aj-aauji ^ jluil 

4_a L$Jb L^J Ci jCjj I s jCiil Clli j_a l$j jj-s. fii ...^ hiTi tSislafrj Aii ; AjLiUJ CilUi 4_»lui 

.f^l jii ...■‘LCajft j l^JV 1 ('Uij Auk. 4&1 c? ka) 441 I J>uj 

Umm Salamah screamed in amazement on account of what 'A’isha had said. She said 
to her, "O 'A’isha! In the past, you used to testify that he (Othman) was kafir 
(apostate), and now he is commander of the faithful and was killed unfairly?! 

'A’isha told Umm Salamah about her resolve to march to Basra to avenge the killing 
of Othman, asking her to accompany her and to take part in that rising. Umm 
Salamah kept remonstrating with 'A’isha for instigating people to kill Othman then 
seeking revenge for him, with the knowledge that Othman belonged to Banu Abd 
Manaf, while 'A’isha was a woman from Taym ibn Murrah, and there was no kinship 
between them. Then Umm Salamah mentioned some virtues of Ali -s=A and that 
nobody should fight him. She admonished her, reminding her how she had heard the 
Messenger of Allah ’$<§ praising the merits of Ali -X=A. She also reminded her of the 
time when the Prophet fif asked his wives, "Which one of you is the fellow of the 
large camel, the one who will be barked at by the dogs of Haw’ab?" 'A’isha 
remembered all of this and was convinced of what Umm Salamah said to her, but 
apparently the impact did not last long, for she was determined to go to Basra. As 
regarding Ya'li ibn Umayyah, he bought four hundred camels and called out, "O 
people! I shall pay all preparations' expenses of anyone who goes out to demand 
revenge for the killing of Othman." The news reached Umm Salamah who said to 
'A'isha, "I admonished you, but you did not heed it," then she warned her against that 
idea and stated to her that she was violating the sanctity of the Messenger of Allah 
because she was his wife and honor. . ., etc. 

'A’isha marched out with the army towards Basra. On the way, they reached the 
Haw’ab well where dogs barked at her. She over-heard someone saying, "How many 
the dogs of Haw’ab are and how hard they bark!" It was then that 'A’isha held her 
camel’s rein and creamed, "We belong to Allah and to Him shall we return. I am the 
one... I heard the Messenger of Allah || say this in the presence of his wives: 'I 
wonder which of you is the fellow of the huge camel, the one who goes out 
(marching), whereupon the dogs of the Haw’ab will bark at her. Many will be killed 
on her right and left. She will barely survive after almost being killed.’ Take me back! 
Take me back!" A group of men from her army came and swore to her that that was 
not the Haw’ab well, so 'A’isha continued her march towards Basra. That was the first 
mass false oath in Islamic history. 'A’isha was surprised to see how the Prophet’s 
prediction regarding Haw’ab came true. . . 
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A'ISHA SOLICITS SUPPORT 

In Basra, 'A'isha wrote a letter to al-Ahnaf ibn Qais and to dignitaries in other cities. 
She wrote the people of Kufa ordering them to discourage people from obeying Imam 
Ali's authority, that is, that they should observe civil disobedience, urging them to 
pursue the killers of Othman. She wrote letters in the same meaning to the people of 
Yamama and of Medina. She wrote a letter to Zaid ibn Sawhan saying, j-« 

ULS ;Aju Lai 4 jlA j_ua j)j Auj (joaHa!) Igjjl (AJlj Aulfr AUl ail) Jjau j Lm. jjiaj«aJl jSj 

Lr lfr ( j s- (jjjLill Jaa£ Jjiij jlu ‘|j_& Uj»ai ( j_3c- Uj-uaili t ial dUi "From 'A’isha 

daughter of Abu Bakr, Mother of the Faithful and the one loved by the Messenger of 
Allah 'M to her sincere son, Zaid ibn Sawhan. When you receive this letter, come to 
us and support us in our affair. If you do not, discourage people from obeying Ali." 
What did Zaid do? He wrote her back saying, Lil t jSj clL LUjlfr ^JJ jUj^ Ca 
La_iU j-a Jji lii VI j 4 > J 1 jjj ^1 Ul*ajj 4 j-aVl ll& cjJjjcl jl :JjJL (jaIIa!) t*Lul jl_2 4 aju "From 
Zaid ibn Sawhan to 'A’isha daughter of Abu Bakr. Your sincere son says that you 
should leave this matter and return home; otherwise, he will be the first to stand in 
your way." 


Later, Zaid used to say, 4 Jjlii ji Ujj^Sj 4 l$iu ^ ji idj^i ! jAia>Jl iiil ^j 

LugJj a_i Lj^l La LixLaaj 4 4 _j Luj^l j a_i "May Allah have mercy on the Mother of the 
Faithful! She was ordered (by the Almighty) to stay at home while ordering us to 
fight; so, she did not do what she was ordered (by Allah) while ordering us to do it. 
We did what we were ordered whereas she prohibited us from doing it!" 


WHAT HAPPENED ON THE WAY? 

Historian Ibn Qutaybah says that when 'A’isha and her anny reached Awtas in the 
outskirts of Khaybar, Sa'eed ibn al-'As went to them accompanied by al-Mughirah 
ibn Shu'bah. Sa'eed alighted from his she-camel and went straight to 'A’isha. This is 
their talk as Ibn Qutaybah records it: 

Uj ; LgJ JlaS .s j^aoll Aaji ; ? jalajAll ^i L (JjAjjj jji I JlSj ALUlfr ^yij AILI j jfr Ajxui Jjj 

q-.tlj .(jjjjllj 4-aila A_ualj) Ljua jLufr 4_13 e-Vj-fc ; Jli . jLufr ^»Aj uillai ; (Llli ? Lgj jjxluaj 
La aSlIj i fSjut jLaiifr 4_1 j 2 jl ; 4j Jlij t Aulilfr ^1 A$aj jAll Jl juill Aalfr Alfrij ^SaJl jj jljj^ 

^ ji (LIS (jl ; Jlij (jaUtl ^11 AjxJu jj 8 jUUll Clio] I j .Ufrm&jV j^VI jlAjjj laA j jajjllj AaIIj VI AJjS 

l _ J Jfr <1 nVi (jl j i (jLufr I jSj 2 jlui j ji jLj*J ^tji^lfr jlj i jja Igu I j*A jli ^Ual 

8 j_uaUl ^1 ^SlfrJ AS jalfr (jj aillAjfr (jl (jaaLJl (jj Ajjlui Jlij .Ajlfr ?'\nV\ L I^jjjS Uau i_JUa (_yj| (jj 
(ji juAj Llfr JulSJ (ji Ajjj (jVlj 4 (jllfr (jj (jLufr kfrUa (^i L^lAlj ‘(JjVI AutSI jl jS IgLa jj ASj 
L sAjxS JljAf! ui 4 JI>aVlj JIa jtl (»SAfrj ASj t (> 4^1 jVI L 4 44J^Ua 

(jl Lo^xIoj La t,jKj i»ll L^ul ; jujjJlj Laila] ^SaJl (jj (jtjj-a Jlij .sAjfr J^ j Vi JIa jtl UI (Au piAfr j 
(jlj . AUlu JjLa Ajuj aUlLa jlfr LoSjjIaI jli VtuJUa (^ui ju L5 _Sfr Ajlu Jlla Ajuj ^1 (jalitl IjfrAu 
Jlij ( 80 S tAJalfr Ajlu LSfr IjxjL (jaUIl ji Ux la j (AaIIs At JliS .(jaUIl Ajfr Uil U ^aS jfr IjaaIuu 

LoaoS jl ; Aaljll AJ JOS ,4uIUa i _jji jj (^Jfr A*jj ^Jl 1 ntS j jUofr s juL jfr UlSUu tillA UxLuj ; jjjJII 
; jljj_a Jlij .(jjmVL Lalla jji (>jLI Uliij i (>jaII lajuuai Ails 1 alllrli LaaS jlj 4 UILa) Ails I q jLai 

.A%il (LjlS jlj USaua Uij i5 J4^ail USIjAj ^aluill jlj^i Ui Ui 

Sa'eed alighted from his she-camel, went to 'A’isha and asked her, "Where are you 
going, O Mother of the Faithful?" She said, "I am going to Basra." He said, "What 
will you be doing there?" She said, "I will seek to avenge the killing of Othman." He 
said, "Here are the killers of Othman in your company (referring to Talhah and al- 
Zubayr)." He added saying, "Othman’s killers are with you. By Allah, nobody killed 
him other than Talhah and al-Zubayr, and they both want the matter (the position of 
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caliph) for their own selves." Then al-Mughirah ibn Shu'bah turned to people and 
said, "If you came out with your Mother, it will be better for you to take her back. If 
you are angry because of Othman, your chiefs were the ones who killed Othman. If 
there is something that you have against Ah ibn Abu Talib, make it clear what you 
are angry about." Sa'eed ibn al-'As said to them, "Abdullah ibn 'Amir had invited 
you to Basra from which he fled away like a guilty slave. Its people are still loyal to 
Othman ibn Affan. Now he (Abdullah ibn 'Amir) wants to use them to kill Ah, and 
they are obedient to him. He left them as governor and will return to them as a 
fugitive. He promised you men and money. As for the money, it is with him as he 
promised. Regarding men, he does not have a single man." Marwan ibn al-Hakam 
said to Talhah and al-Zubayr, "You, Shaikhs, what prevents you from inviting people 
to an oath of allegiance similarly to that of Ah ibn Abu Talib? If they respond 
favorably to you, then you will oppose him (Ah -s=V) with an allegiance similar to his. 
But if they do not respond to you, in that case you will come to know that you have 
no support among the people." Talhah said to him, "What prevents us is that the 
people swore the oath of allegiance to Ah en mass; so, with what can we revoke it?" 
Al-Zubayr said, "What prevents us, besides that, is our reluctance to support Othman 
(when his mansion was besieged by angry crowds), rushing to swear the oath of 
allegiance to Ah ibn Abu Talib." Al-Walid said to him, "If you both did something 
wrong, you actually did what was right. But if you erred then, you are now on the 
right track, and you today are better than what you used to be in the past." Marwan 
said, "As for me, I am inclined to go to the Levant (where Mu'awiyah was), and I am 
with you even though I may perish in the end." 

AISHA OFFERS A BOUNTY FOR ALI'S HEAD 

Ibn Qutaybah further tells us the following: 

iMj jjjUjJI (j_a a jAj J-aaj tAJ-j £jAj CjjlS JaaJI AS jXa ja 

Va Jjjl! aJA 4jj Jjifr (jail JJ LL jj . Jjtl ^3 jjjiVl Luia. ljjj <^111 4_uule Lajjj 

, , ,4Jj 3 ejJlji VI Lj u j CAS JJ La A Vb Jji A2 4 _jL ^ joii <ji V : jljja £)J ClLdlJjC. Jlij 

jLuxj 

"During the Battle of the Camel, 'A’isha used to stick her hand out of the howdah to 
show a handful of (gold) dinars, then she would shout as loudly as she could: "Who 
brings me the (severed) head of Ah so I may give him this (cash)?" 'A'isha was the 
one who reported the Prophet's hadith regarding the meanest wretch being the one 
who would kill Ah; despite that, she wanted to kill him. . . s Abdul-Malik ibn Marwan 
said, 'Had my father not told me that he killed Talhah, I would not have spared one 
man from Taym without killing him for killing Othman." 8 9 


8 Tathkirat al-Khawass, p. 172; Bihar al-Anwar, Vol. 42, p. 197; Al-Isti'ab, Vol. 3, p. 60; Ibn 
Abul-Hadld, Shark Nahjul-Balagha, Vol. 9, p. 117; Shawahid al-Tanzil ; al-Hasakani, Vol. 2, 
p. 436; Tarlkh Dimashq, Vol. 42, p. 546; Manaqib Ali ibn Abi Talib', Ibn al-Dimashqi, Vol. 2, 
p. 86; Subul al-Huda ; al-Shami, Vol. 1 1, p. 305. 

9 Ibn Abul-Hadld, Shark Nahjul-Balagha, Vol. 9, p. 1 14. 
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s JaI 

_ _ _ jJae j ^ua.1 2 Lcj A , *jff. 1 ' 1 p'uj' j si ja!\ aIs. ^fu£ 

j^jk£ A.< \-v I aaj ^jLS 4_jj ,j_a A_a^jj tiljlila »< * e- AojAj ,j£jj_a ^ij^Jai (joj j Jjlc- J 

Vi ^jju! ajjI jjjlj AjIjj fjij .l^lLua ,jji JjjC. j Ifrlkj ,jji j 1^2 j2 (_ilA*Jl l g ale- iil duu 22 AuLw 

A t . $ A 4 t 4 'X. t . 4 4 ‘aX. *AxX A 4 . $ A A*»t "V A a! • *4 a\ A ^ 4 fii u ‘aX. ‘a xX U.WulA 



' J**f <i 

.Ju AkJ i± jjia jk ja. 


Sermon 13 

Imam Ali rSt^ Chiding the People of Basra 


"You were the army of a woman (a reference to 'A'isha) and in the command of a 
quadruped (animal, namely 'Askar, the huge camel 'A’isha was riding). When it 
grumbled, you responded, and when it was wounded (hamstrung), you fled away. 
Your character is low and your pledge is broken. Your faith is hypocritical. Your 
water is brackish. He who stays with you is laden with sins, and he who forsakes you 
secures Allah’s mercy. As though I see your mosque high, prominent, resembling the 
surface of a boat, while Allah has sent chastisement from above and from below it and 
everyone who is on it is drowned." 


Another version of the same sermon: 

"By Allah! Your city will certainly be drowned, so much so that as though I see its 
mosque like the upper part of a boat or a sitting ostrich (or, in another version of his 
statement) like the bosom of a bird in the deep sea." 


Still Another Version States the Following: 

"Your city is the most stinking of all cities as regarding its clay, the nearest to water 
and remotest from the sky. It contains nine tenths of evil. He who enters it is 
surrounded with his sins, and he who is out of it enjoys Allah’s forgiveness. It seems 
as though I look at this habitation of yours with water having engulfed it, so much so 
that nothing can be seen of it except the highest part of the mosque appearing like the 
bosom of a bird in the deep sea." 

Ibn Maytham writes that when the Battle of Jamal ended, three days thereafter, Amir 
al-Mu’minln said the morning prayers in the central mosque of Basra. Having 
finished it, he stood on the right side of the prayer place. Reclining against the wall, 
he delivered this sermon wherein he described the lowness of character of the people 
of Basra and their slyness, how they were inflamed at others’ instigation without 
anyone of their own, handing their command over to a woman clung to a camel. They 
broke away after swearing allegiance and exhibited their low character and evil nature 
by being double-faced. In this sermon, the woman referred to is 'A’isha, and the 
"quadruped" implies the camel (Jamal), Askar, after which this battle has been named, 
the Battle of the Jamal. 


Sermon 14 

Also condemning the people of Basra following the Battle of the Camel 

"Your grounds are close to the water and distant from the sky. Your wits have become 
light and minds are full of folly. You are a target of the archer, a morsel for the eater 
and an easy prey for the hunter." 
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g-nj t^L a jfr j . » g I «c. L^j3j iAjjujj lit jjk AJLL ,jj^ ^»5LuJl Aalc- AJ AjJak 

<a&UM ? j 

lj jiii U jjslj AjUjoj jlaLu' £ajjj Ajllaji ^jJl jj^I) j ijiul Aala. LalkiLilJ Aj ija, jaj J2 jlkj^.U j vf( 

.iLdj *Jjjjj Jiii Ijka. Vj tj^ia <>£■ 


jLajc aJ 


s>ii t jj'-S (b^Sj A -^ A-6-i j>-2 *-j£ i jiLa aA LaJj » j£jj aA Hi jjaiM 

1_i cluAai 1£ AfAj jj ‘‘~ l A2 Lai (jjiJajjj ~£ uiijj ^IxJ ^Jacl ,jlj >AAic V| AjljISI LaS 

, j»^j2 Aalej »g}le. Atil Aajkj Qtaljl ^Jlj Lua.i aV' j lCJ ' A_ui 


ljjaJIj JjJ^jI! 

j' xkll JjjI ,ji LJ) i_t ajdl ,jjij IjojaUj JlaUll qa LsUwi Aj t fla. all ji, ^jjJa&l 1 jj| ,jli 

ca^j u- 4 oHy <^!j 4^j' Hj cls Hi u'J 


Sermon 22 

From a sermon of the Imam rJtSL which he delivered when reports reached him 
about those who reneged on their oath of allegiance to him. In it, he condemns 
what they did, holding them accountable for killing Othman and threatening to 
wage a war against them. 


"Beware! Satan has certainly started mobilizing his forces and has collected his hosts 
so that oppression may reach its extreme ends and what is wrong may come back to 
where it belongs. By Allah, they have not put a correct blame on me, nor have they 
done justice between me and themselves. 


"They are demanding of me a right which they themselves have abandoned and a 
blood which they themselves have shed. Had I been a partner with them in it, then 
they, too, have their share of it. But if they did it without me, they alone have to face 
the consequences. Their biggest argument (against me) is really against their own 
selves. They are suckling from a mother who is already dry and bringing into life 
innovation which is already dead. How disappointing is this challenger to battle? Who 
is this challenger and for what is he responding to? I am happy that the reasoning of 
Allah has been exhausted before them and He knows (all) about them. If they refuse 
(to obey), I will offer them the edge of the sword which suffices for a cure for 
wrongdoing and for supporting what is right. 


"It is strange that they send me word to proceed to them for spear-fighting and to be 
ready to fight with the sword. May the mourning women mourn them. I have never 
been frightened of a fight, nor of being threatened with a confrontation. I enjoy full 
certainty of belief from my Lord and have no doubt in my faith." 


When Amir al-Mu’minln rStSL was accused of having assassinated Othman ibn 'Allan, 
he delivered this sermon to refute the allegation. In it, he says this about those who 
blamed him of it: "These seekers of vengeance cannot say that I alone am the assassin 
and that no one else took part in it. Nor can they falsify witnessed events by saying 
that they were unconcerned about it. Why, then, have they put me foremost for this 
avenging? With me, they should include themselves, too. If I am free of this blame, 
they cannot set themselves free from it. How can they detach themselves from this 
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punishment? The truth of the matter is that by accusing me of this charge, their aim is 
that I should behave with them in the same manner to which they are accustomed. But 
they should not expect me to revive the innovations of the (three) past regimes. As for 
lighting, neither was I ever afraid of it, nor am I so now. Allah knows my intention 
and He also knows that those who stand to make this an excuse for seeking revenge 
[for having killed some of their kafir ancestors] are themselves his assassins. Thus, 
history corroborates that the people who managed his (Othman’s) assassination by 
agitation and had even prevented his burial in Muslims’ graveyard by hurling stones 
at his coffin bearers were the same who rose for avenging his blood. In this 
connection, the names of Talhah ibn Ubaydullah, al-Zubayr ibn al-'Awwam and 
'A’isha stand at the top of the list. On both occasions, their efforts come to sigh with 
conspicuity." Thus, Ibn Abul-Hadld writes that: "Those who have recorded events 
relevant to the assassination of Othman indicate that on the day when he was killed, 
Talhah’s condition was this: In order to obscure himself from the eyes of the public, 
he kept covering his face as he was shooting arrows at Othman’s mansion." 

In this regard, i.e. about al-Zubayr, he writes the following: "Historians have also 
stated that al-Zubayr used to say, ‘Kill Othman. He has altered your faith.’ 10 People 
said, ‘Your son is standing at his door guarding him!" He replied saying, "May even 
my son be lost, but Othman must be killed. Othman will be lying like a carcass on the 
road tomorrow’" ( Shark Nahjul-Balagha, Vol. 9, pp. 35-36). About 'A’isha, Ibn Abd 
Rabbih writes the following: "Al-Mughlrah ibn Shu' bah came to 'A’isha once. She 
said to him, ‘O Abu Abdullah, I wish you have been with me on the Day of the Jamal, 
how arrows were piercing through my howdah (camel litter) till some of them 
hit my body.’ Al-Mughlrah said, ‘I wish one of them had killed you.’ She said, ‘May 
Allah have pity on you! Why so?!’ He replied, ‘So it would have been an atonement 
for what you had done against Othman,’" according to Al-'Iqd al-Farld , Vol. 4, p. 


10 A1-Zubayr here is echoing his cousin. Mother of the Faithful 'A’isha, who always kept 
saying, “ Uqtulu Na'thalanfaqad kafar j-s* 5ti*J IjJjai” (“Kill Na'thal, for he has committed 

apostasy”). Who was this Na'thal? Some renown authors, including Ibn Manzour, tell us that 
he was a man in Egypt famous for his very long beard. Other authors say that he was a Jew 
from Yemen who had a long and coarse beard. I carefully looked for this word in Ibn 
Manzour’s famous lexicon, Lisan al-'Arab, which is one of the treasures in my library, and I 
found it explained in detail on p. 214 of its 6 th Vol., that is, the 1997 first edition published by 
Dar Sadir of Beirut, Lebanon. According to this lexicon, the word means, among others, “the 
foolish old man.” The question that may jump to the heads of some readers, especially those 
who have recently embraced the Islamic faith and who may count caliph Othman as one of 
Islam’s saints, is this: How can the Mother of the Faithful 'A’isha call the third “righteous 
caliph” kafir, apostate, a very serious charge? Did she really say that? In order to answer this 
question, one can refer to one or more very famous and highly respected classic Sunni 
references for verification. First of all, this statement by 'A’isha is recorded by al-Tabari in 
his Tankh al-Umam wal Muliik (famous as Tankh), Vol. 4, p. 407, where the author details 
this man, Na'thal, on p. 477 of Vol. 3 of the same reference which is also available in my 
personal library. The following references also quote it: Ibn al-Athlr, AI-Kamil fil Tankh 
(famous as AI-Kamil ), Vol. 3, p. 206; Ibn al-Jawzi, Tathkirat Khawass al-Umma fi Khasa’is 
al-A’imma (famous as Tathkirat al-Khawass), pp. 61, 64; Ibn Qutaybah, Al-Imama wal 
Siyasa, Vol. 1, p. 49; Ibn Manzour al-Misri, Lisan al-'Arab (lexicon), Vol. 14, p. 193 (old 
edition); al-Fayrooz Abadi, Taj al-Arus min Jawahir al-Qamiis (famous as Taj al- Arils'), 
Vol. 8, p. 141 and Ibn Abd Rabbih al-Andalusi, Al-'Iqd al-Farld, Vol. 4, p. 290. Remember 
that the numbers of Vol.s and pages apply to these sources’ original Arabic texts. I have done 
my part, dear reader, now it is your turn! 
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294, a highly respected Sunni classic work of Ibn Abd Rabbih. 


? Lfllaa. AJujUJ (AJij Aalc ij-tlSI u*** 


»jju 4_iai ,jj ^Lu lai 4 ijA Jaaj IJjI Ijjju l^J I jal ! 3 iSj^afSl ^ 1 ) tltajc UJ 

(ji JjJjj iAjaJuj 4_jjSj lfi± JULaJl Liuij Ajij La 13 dJjAu JjliJl »jfcc. ^jl£j fljSluC 

£ji CAi ' a dua> tlijSjj t 4a3 ^ AaIa V isjjj ; cldlSj CjxajIuI Ajailll &3 a iIml a ui UiS . Ji~£- ; 4_a9£ fljji 
Ja jj jjJa 4 » jjC L$J laIIsj ,ji Cj j-aij t 4jjS j ,jc- Lfcl^jj t^uuVI lift l$J j£j (4j|j 4ule All ( _ f L a ) All Jjaji j 

laaj (Jj ‘tluAsajS Aj CujIj tSj3 iAilj tlllA 4_La ^AaC-l til] UjA«ai J3 ;tgj Jj3j J^Iaj LgJ jjx 2 tA ^ j2j La LgJ 
A_4c All) ( _ f Lua) (jLSj ,A_jja1!) jaIjVLj (jlau l g'*<) ta jJajj ^4 A_u£j J-aa!) (ji Aj&IA) A-uJlc 

i_il ja!) lj^IS jLuS- I^Iaa ^uul AAojUJ l _ f Aui A3 (Aj)j 

DID THE PROPHET # NAME THE CAMEL TO A'ISHA ? 

When " A'isha decided to march to Basra, they sought a strong camel to carry her 
howdah. YaTi son of Umayyah brought his camel named Askar, and it was huge and 
very strong. When she saw it, she liked it, and the cameleer started talking to her 
about its strength and toughness, repeating the word "Askar" often. When she heard 
this word, she said, Li) j Ai Li) "We belong to Allah and to Him is our 

return," adding, "Take it back, I do not need it." When asked about the reason, she 
said that the Messenger of Allah -tl had mentioned this name to her, forbidding her 
from riding it. She ordered to have another camel brought to her in its place, but there 
was none like it; therefore, its litter was changed and it was said to her, "We have 
found for you a greater one than it and stronger." It was brought to her, and she 
agreed. Surely genius "A’isha could not thus be fooled; she knew that it was the same 
camel which they did not replace, but she did not care much about Prophetic 
commands. The Prophet '|f had named the camel, Askar, to her, telling her that the 
dogs of Haw'ab l -r 1 U a ‘ will bark at her. 11 

THE BARKING OF THE DOGS OF HAW'AB AT A'ISHA PROVES THAT 
HER CONDUCT WAS UNLAWFUL 

We read in Al-Imama wal Siyasa j a_aUV), page 59, in a Chapter titled "Thikr 

al- Jamal", the mention of the camel, with regard to 'A'isha that: 

"When she began her opposition to Ali, she and her supporters began to make their 
way to Basra. On their way, the dogs of Haw’ab began to bark at them. 'A'isha asked 
Muhammad bin Talha "Which place is this?" He said "It is Haw'ab" to which 'A'isha 
replied, "Take me back for on one occasion, the Messenger of Allah said, ‘Amongst 
you (wives) is one at whom the dogs of Haw'ab shall bark.’ He said to me 
specifically, ‘Be careful, in case it is you’." Muhammad bin Talha said ‘Leave these 
things and proceed’. Abdullah bin Zubayr then swore in the name of Allah that they 
had left Haw'ab (behind them) during the first part of the night; he brought some men 
who testified likewise. The 'ulema of Islam have declared the event of Haw'ab to have 
been the first false testimony in Islam". Imam Ahmed (ibn Hanbal) records: 

Qays (ibn Sulaym) has said, ‘When 'A'isha reached Bani 'Amir’s well at 
night, some dogs barked at her. She asked: ‘What is the name of this well?’ 


1 Al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar, Vol. 16, pp. 32, 112 and 138. Ibn Abul-Hadid, Shark Nahjul- 

Balaglia, Vol. 6, p. 224. 
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They replied: ‘This is Haw'ab’s well’. She replied: ‘I have to return’. Some of 

those who were with her said, ‘Nay you shall go forward so that the Muslims 

shall see you and Allah makes peace’. She replied: ‘Allah’s messenger fi 

once said, ‘Then what would you (the wives of the Prophet f§) do when you 

1 2 

hear the barking of Al-Haw'ab dogs?’ 

This tradition also can be found in: Musannaf of Ibn Abi Shayba, Vol. 8, p. 708; 
Musnad of Ibn Rahweh, Vol. 2, p. 32; Musannaf of Abdul-Razzaq, Vol. 11, p. 365; 
the SahTh of Ibn Haban, Vol. 15, p. 126; the Musnad of Abu Y'ali, Vol. 8, p. 282. 

We read the following tradition in Kanzul 'Ummal which has been declared as sahih, 
authentic, by Mulla al-Muttaqi al-Hindi: 

Tawus narrates that Allah’s Messenger said to his wives: "Who amongst you 
shall have the dogs of Haw'ab bark at her? O Humayra' ! Will it be you?", as 
we read on p. 334, Vol. 11, Tradition 31671 of al-Muttaqi al-Hindi's Kanzul 
'Ummal, Vol. 11, p. 334, Tradition 31671. 

Imam Abu Bakr al-Haythami records the following: 


(jiiji {J j*_4i Cj_iI : <ULuul 5 »Lui j Jl£ : Jl£ (JjjIjC (jj| (jc 

La Jxj jajj fi jjj£ IAjLmu (jt j Ifrjj-aj ,jC JjSj j it-ujSn 


Ibn Abbas narrates that Allah’s messenger '|f said to his wives: "Who amongst shall 
be the rider of the camel who, when marching, shall have the dogs of Haw'ab bark at 
her? Thereafter many people shall be killed on her left and right; she will 
subsequently barely survive?," as recorded in Majma' al-Zawa'id, Vol. 7, p. 474, 
Tradition 12026. 


Al-Haythami has said, "The narrators of this tradition are all reliable ( thuqat )". 

The last and the decisive statement of the Prophet H? conveys the message that 
'A'isha would create a problem and many people would be killed on account of her 
actions, but she will barely survive. It means that she will neither be killed nor tried 
for the misery that she had inflicted on the Ummah. 

Ibn Jarir al-Tabari records the following in his history book, TarTkh, on pp. 49-50: 

Al-'Urayni (a member of the 'Uraynah Aujc tribe), owner of the camel on 
which 'A'isha rode, has said, "I was traveling on my camel one day when a 
rider appeared in front of me. 'Owner of the camel,' he asked, 'Will you sell 
your camel?' 'Yes,' I replied. 'For how much?' 'One thousand dirhams.' 'You 
must be mad,' he responded, 'Can a camel cost a thousand Dirhams?' 'Yes, this 
camel of mine can.' How so?' 'I have never gone after anyone on him,' I 
replied, 'without catching up with him, and no one has ever come after me 


12 Ahmed bin Hanbal, Musnad, Vol. 6, p. 52, Tradition 24299. 

13 "Humayra' the reddish one, is the title the Prophet gave to 'A'isha on account of her 

reddish complexion which is quite rare in Arabia. 
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when I was on his back without over-running him.' 'If you knew for whom we 
wanted him,' he replied, 'you would have given us a better deal.' 'So, whom do 
you need him for?' I asked. 'It will be for your mother.' 'But I left my mother 
sitting in her tent not desiring to go anywhere.' 'I want him for the Mother of 
the Faithful, 'A’isha, that’s who.' 'He is yours, then. Take him for nothing.' 
'No, no! Come with us to where we are camped,' he replied, 'and we will give 
you a Mahriya 14 she-camel and some dirhams.' So I went back and they gave 
me a Mahriya she-camel and 400 or 600 dirhams. He then asked me, 'Brother 
of Uraynah, can you be our road guide?' 'Certainly better than most,' I replied. 
'Come with us, then.' So I went with them. Every time I passed by a valley or a 
watering place, people would ask me about it, until we came one evening to 
the water of al-Haw'ab where the dogs barked at us. 'What water is this?' they 
(the accompanying troops) asked. 'It is the water of al-Haw'ab,' I replied. It 
was then that 'A'isha screamed at the top of her voice and kept hitting the 
upper foreleg of her camel's litter, howdah, trying to make the camel kneel 
down. 'By Allah,' she said, 'I am the one the dogs of al-Haw'ab have barked at! 
Take me back!' She repeated it three times. 


Thus, the "mother of the faithful" led a male movement motivated by a desire to 


create fitna, sedition, according to the prediction of the Holy Prophet f§. 


Ibn Jarir al-Tabari has also quoted al-Zuhri as saying the following: 


I was told that when Talha and al-Zubayr heard that Ali had camped at Thi 
Qar, they left for al-Basra and took the road to al-Munkadir. 'A'isha then heard 
the dogs barking and asked: ‘What water is this?’ ‘Al-Haw'ab’ they replied. 
"We belong to Allah, and to him we return" she exclaimed. "I am she. I heard 
Messenger of God say in the presence of his wives ‘ I wish I knew at which of 
you the dogs of al-Haw'ab will bark!’" and she wanted to turn back. Abdullah 
bin al-Zubayr came up to her, and it is said that he said to her, "Whoever said 
that this was al-Haw'ab was lying." Then she persisted with her until she set 
off. 15 


Imam Ibn Hajar al-Asqalani records the following in his book Fath al-Bari, Vol. 13 p. 
55: 


A i£l ' u JUj 4_^jlLa » ijJVI Jjidl Aj*.Lua <j£jj| ;AJLuuI Jl3 s§t <ul) Jj^jjj <jl (jAjC qj qC 
1 11 4 ut (jfj 1 g *j a j <j £■ JjL u5L£ 1 g a j j (Aaj ILj <jjj.ia.jj ^j 

lJUj AJLajj tjl jjJI sljj |JAj La Jxj <jj jajj j i&jjjS 

Ibn Abbas narrated that Allah’s messenger ff asked his wives once: "Who 
amongst you will be the rider of the camel? She will march until the dogs of 
Haw'ab bark at her. Many people shall be killed to her right and. She will 
barely survive." This is narrated by al-Bazzar whose narrators are reliable 
(i thuqat ). 


14 A Mahriya she-camel is one famous for her unsurpassed speed. 
I5 A1-Tabari, History of al-Tabari, translated English edition, Vol. 16, p. 68. 
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We read the following on p. 109, Vol. 2 of Al-'Iqd Al-Farid : 

. A_JUa Aj Cuij Ulc (joljlSj tilaajj CL if Lj ;lgJ Jl2 ‘M ^^Jll (jU A3j 


Messenger of Allah had told her: "Oh Humayra'! The dogs of Haw'ab shall 
bark at you. You shall fight Ali and you shall be the oppressor." 

Let us present the comments of the Salafi scholar Hassan bin Farhan al-Maliki who 
writes the following on p. 75 of his book titled Naho Enqcul al-Tarikh >kJ 

(towards saving history): 

l ^ Jaa-i 03 JJC-I A3j i LgJc- Jll LS _Oj A_4ulc (jaiaj-Jl ^») Ajlaij j a ■ Jjj duAiJl I AA 

. SjJaaalt ylj UjJ**ta OjSAj |A) ( j£Jj OjISj U jlia jA 

This hadith refers to the fact that the Mother of Believers 'A'isha was mistaken 
when she conducted her (military) march, and she acknowledged this mistake. 

She was supposed to remain at home, and she always wept whenever she 
recalled her march to Basra. 


Our opponents advance lame excuses in their defense of the rebellion of 'A'isha et al. 
as echoed by the imam of the Salafis, Nasiruddin al-Albani, which we shall entertain 
after citing the next prediction of the Holy Prophet I about 'A’isha et al being on the 
side of falsehood in their rebellion against Ali bin Abi Talib rS^L. We should also not 
forget the sheer cunning exhibited by the accomplices of 'A’isha who happened to be 
respected sahaba. If, as they claim, all the sahaba are just and truthful, should we say 
the same about those who shouldered a false oath that enabled the subsequent killing 
of thousands of Muslims at the Battle of the Jamal? Yaqut al-Hamawi records the 
following on p. 314, Vol. 2 of his book Mu' jam al-Buldan: 


ul jaJL A_j| LgJ I lA jUl*3 £ jajIIj OaAj 


She decided to return, but they tricked her and swore to her that it was not Haw'ab. 
We read the following on p. 286 of Al-Ansab by al-Sam'ani: 


AJ) fLa |AA (jjJ ; Jlijj jojjll (jj) Igjki (jj) 1$ jte <_^kA2 tltajCj 

i Jllj — Ajoaj ,jc- jlS j J] j ^ylc. ‘ aU 

She decided to return but her sister’s son, Abdullah ibn al-Zubayr, approached 
her and said, "This is not Haw’ab’s well." He also swore an oath to it which he 
subsequently repented. Allah knows best. 

Al-Balathiri records the following on p. 286, Vol. 1 of Ansab al-Ashraf: 


4 L-iijjJl fLJ I 1 a (j! jjuC-J (j-a (_ii£ : Jlla jjjjll (jj Jit Aue lAJli ^ c OAJcj 

Jll AjC JjAj-a C- IjiKj ljA^-13 (jjj ,jja 


She ('A’isha) decided to return but Abdullah ibn al-Zubayr approached her and 
said, "Whoever claims that this is Haw’ab’s well is lying." He then brought 
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fifty members of the Banu 'Amir tribe who provided a sworn testimony that 
Abdullah (ibn al-Zubayr) was telling the truth. 

When the Prophet $§ predicted that one of his wives would have the dogs of Haw'ab 
bark at her, and that her conduct would result in the loss of many lives, he specifically 
warned 'A’isha not be that wife. This negates any defense suggesting that her conduct 
was well intentioned, noble and sanctioned by the Islamic law. 


The Messenger of Allah certainly did not state that his wife would be well 
intentioned and would set out on a noble quest as was her legal right! He ff made it 
clear that such a norm of conduct was unacceptable and would lead to bloodshed. 
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CHRONOLOGY OF THE BATTLE OF THE CAMEL 


Commander of the Faithful Ali ibn Abu Talib received the oath of allegiance as the 
new caliph in 35 A.H./656 A.D. after the insistence of both Muhajirun and Ansar and 
with the consensus of the people of Medina. When Talhah and al-Zubayr caught up 
with 'A'isha, as indicated above, they formed the leading trio of the opposition to Ali's 
rule. What strengthened their front was Abdullah ibn Amir ibn Kurayz and Ya'li ibn 
Umayyah joining them from Yemen, providing them with plenty of wealth which, 
according to some accounts, was 600 camels and six thousand gold dinars. The folks 
met at the house of 'A’isha. 

After consultations, it was decided to accept the request of Abdullah ibn Amir to go to 
Basra. 'A’isha’s suggestion to go to Medina was rejected. Al-Tabari and other 
historians referred to this saying, 


^ tA-LjJLail j^>L2 j^i IjjajjI t jjjjtlj 4_ailaj <Lui jli ALa Lai 

iLaxs-usi A2 Lua ji LI1» ; jjjjllj A-aifa L$J Jlij ,l_£ji j q£- ^1 — Lfe jJ jj s ^ajill 

Lllij 1 ijte jj) » -A-ljXall J-fci iAjxjj (J Jc- ft U ijjaj iSj qgj lJ ls. Ci jLuaj 

AaIjS (jtnaj jjjjllj <talla L^jlaj 4_uul C- ilia is j^ajll Jjjj A. uul& (jl hj jLLall j jUi , , .U jaI jUj 

(j^> afrLa Aj La »-mJ JjLLa i_iVi Ajjd 

"When Banu Umayyah, Talhah and al-Zubayr met in Mecca and consulted with each 
other, 'A'isha ordered them to march to Medina. The consensus of the folks was to go 
to Basra instead, so they rejected her opinion. Talhah and al-Zubayr said to her, 'We 
go to a land that has been lost, becoming Ali's, and Ali forced us to swear the oath of 
allegiance to him and they — meaning the people of Medina — use this as an argument 
against us and thus do not support our effort.' A caller shouted out that 'A'isha wanted 
to go to Basra. 'A'isha, accompanied by Talhah and al-Zubayr, led an army of thirty 
thousand fighters nine hundred of whom were from among the people of Medina." 16 

A'ISHA IN BASRA 

Meanwhile, 'A'isha sent letters to the tribal shaikhs of Basra which Abdullah ibn 
Amir carried to them. She asked the latter to go to those who used to be under his 
authority as governor of Basra appointed by Othman ibn Affan. She wrote al-Ahnaf 
ibn Qais, Sabrah ibn Shiman and their likes. She kept marching until she reached al- 
Halir (or al-Hafr) of Abu Musa (in the outskirts of Basra) where she waited for 
answers to her letters. 

When reports of their approaching Basra reached Othman ibn Hunaif, Basra's 
governor, Omran ibn Hasin and Abu al-Aswad al-Du'ali were dispatched to 'A'isha 
with this instruction: 

tLagJ cjjjii UiULuAi bfrjjla .La , jLi tLgjui qa Laleii si jaSI ti& lalfall 

:>~M1 VUj ja^a (Lili (lit jaaua (j& i4Umi LLlI Uiu U jjaS (ji 

A_ji Ijjlj ailiAVI Aj 2 Ijji^ij t(o^) j JjbSll £)jlj jLuxaVI Jfti (jA flejitl (jl» 

JLall lj..ifrHlj tSjSkuifl >sJI IjW . .ila . J JC Vj sjj 5L (jA a lm a ll ^Lal Jj2 IjlU La (jjjjk all 

^SjaU lJjjxa ylj U1L4 I . . . .JjlaJt j (jiljftVl Ij3j-aj ifJjaJI Ail] Ijlkij 

,«s jjjxj ^SaaJj lAlfr jSIaj ,4j]£ pSul aaJ j iAj 


I6 A1-Balathiri, Kitab Futuh al-Buldan, Vol. 2, p. 160; al-Tabari, Tankh, Vol. 4, p. 461. 
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jj-i (jj-ij) 4_ljS Lr k ((j^a) <j_±i3l ^1— jjl— *-j — 2i ^j- 4 ' kill u!» I'-fl Vl-Sa 
.(jj Ajla Ulfr bub L»$Jlj t (jLajft uUalb le jJj Ai jjjjllj 4_alla Lai 

"Set out to this woman and get to know what she knows and what those with her 
know." They came out, reached her and her folks and sought permission to see her. 
She granted them permission. They greeted her then said, "Our governor has 
dispatched us to you to ask you about the purpose of your marching; are you going to 
tell us why?" She said, "The mobs from among the residents of [Islamic] countries 
and trouble-makers from among the tribes have raided the women of the Messenger 
of Allah fif, committing atrocities, permitting sinners to shelter themselves there 
besides the mischief they wrought of killing the imam of the Muslims (referring to 
Othman) without a justification or an excuse. So they shed the forbidden blood, 
looted the forbidden money, violated the sanctity of the Haram land and of the Haram 
month, tearing sanctities and skins... This is why we came here to enjoin you to do 
what is right and to forbid what is wrong, urging you to change it." 

Both men said to her, "Allah commanded you and all other wives of the Prophet to 
do as this verse says: Stay in your houses. . . " (Qur'an, 33:33). 

As for Talhah and al-Zubayr, they produced their excuse of seeking revenge for the 
shedding of Othman's blood, adding that they had sworn the oath of allegiance to Ali 
against their will. 17 

ALI REACHES THE RABATHA 18 

When the newly elected caliph, Ali, came to know that 'A'isha, Talhah and al- 
Zubayr were marching towards Basra, he mobilized the people of Medina, 
coming out in the hope he would meet and desist the rebels from carrying out 
their mischievous scheme. He was accompanied by seven hundred cavaliers, 
including four hundred from among the Muhajirun and Ansar, seventy of 
those who had fought during the Battle of Badr and the rest were revered 
sahaba, companions of the Prophet of Islam *tf . He left Sahl ibn Hunaif al- 
Ansari as his deputy over Medina. He returned when he missed the rebels as 
they marched towards Basra, southern Iraq. 

A group from among the Ansars of Medina supported Ah. These included 
Khuzaymah ibn Thabit, who is famous as <jbbLg_Jb! ji "the man with the two 
shahadas (testimonies of faith, conviction)", in addition to six hundred 
cavaliers from the Tay tribe. Accompanied by his supporters, Ah marched 
until he reached Thi-Qar in southern Iraq, site of a famous historic battle that 
took place once shortly before the advent of Islam, in the early 7 th Century 
A.D., between some Arab tribes in Iraq and the Persians of now Iran when the 
area was at the time known as Sumer. He sent his elder son, al-Hassan, with 
the revered sahabi Ainmar ibn Yassir to Kufa to mobilize its people. They left 
Kufa in the company of five thousand and sixty-five men, including the 
revered sahabi Malik al-Ashtar. 


11 Ibid. 

18 The Rabatha is a historic archelogical town, now mostly a desert, located 170 kms east of 
Medina. It is one of the rest stations for caravans undertaking the Zubaida highway which 
extends from Mecca to Iraq. 
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When Ali VA reached Basra, he sent letters to the rebels, pleading to them in the 
Name of Allah to desist, but they insisted on fighting him . 19 He organized his troops 
and handed over banners for the following: 

a banner for the tribesmen of Himyar and Hamadan over whom he appointed Sa'eed 
ibn Ziyad ibn al-Nadhar al-Hamadani, 

a banner for the tribes of Mathhaj and for the Ash'aris over whom he appointed Ziyad 
ibn al-Nadhar al-Harithi, 

a banner for the Tay tribe over whom he appointed Adiy son of Hatim al-Tayi, the 
man legendary for his hospitality and generosity, 

a banner for the tribes of Qais, Abas and Thubyan over whom he appointed Sa'd ibn 
Mas'ud al-Thaqafi, uncle of al-Mukhtar ibn Abu Ubayd al-Thaqafi (who in later years 
avenged the killing of Imam al-Hussain $=A), 

a banner for the tribes of Kindah, Hadhramaut, Quza'ah and Mahra over whom he 
appointed the revered sahabi Hijr ibn Adiy al-Kindi, 

a banner for the tribes of Azd, Bujailah, Khath'am and Khuza'ah over whom he 
appointed Makhnaf ibn Saleem al-Azdi, 

a banner for the tribes of Bakr, Taghlib and Rabf ah over whom he appointed Muhduj 
al-Thuhli, and 

a banner for all the rest of the Quraish tribe as well as the Ansar tribes and others from 
among the people of Hijaz over whom he appointed the revered sahabi and 
traditionist Abdullah ibn Abbas who is famous as "Ibn Abbas". 

Over the infantry, Ali $A put in charge Jundab ibn Zuhair al-Azdi. Al-Ahnaf ibn 
Qais reinforced Ali’s troops with six thousand archers. He said to the Imam "If 
you wish, I shall fight with you or, if you prefer, I can desist ten thousand swordsmen 
from fighting you." Ali said to him, "Desist ten thousand swordsmen from fighting 
us." 

Some tribesmen from Qais, Azd, Hanzalah, Imran, Tamim, Dhabbah and Riyab opted 

to support the fellows of the camel, while many preferred to support neither camp . 20 

Some reports say that Ali’s anny numbered nineteen or twenty thousand, while that of 

his opponents numbered thirty thousand or more, but historians' reports vary in this 
2 1 

regard. - 

THE FIGHT STARTS 

When Imam Ali came to Basra, he entered it from the area next to the Taff, marching 
with his army until they reached a place called al-Zawiya (the angle), whereas Talhah, 
al-Zubayr and 'A'isha marched from the Fardha area . 22 'A'isha came out of her house 
and settled at the Masjid al-Hathan in the Azd area. It was there that the fighting took 
place . 23 


19 A1-Balathiri, Vol. 2, p. 158; al-Tabari, Vol. 4, pp. 477-479; al-Mas'udi, Vol. 3, pp. 103-105, 
Khalifah ibn Khayyat, Vol. 1, p. 110. 

20 A1-Balathiri, Vol. 2, p. 186; al-Tabari, Vol. 4, pp. 500-505; al-Daynuri, Vol. 1, pp. 145-146; 
Ibn A'tham al-Kufi, Vol. 2, p. 463; al-Mas'udi, Vol. 3, p. 117. 

21 A1-Tabari, Vol. 4, pp. 505-506; Ibn A'tham al-Kufi, Vol. 2, p. 461. 

22 A1-Tabari, Vol. 4, pp. 500-501; al-Mas'udi, Vol. 3, pp. 104-106; Khalifah ibn Khayyat, Vol. 
1, P- 111- 

23 A1-Tabari, Vol. 4, p. 503. 
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Commander of the Faithful Ali ibn Abu Talib rfcSt was quite reluctant to wage that 
war, so he stayed for three days sending letters to those folks in the hope they would 
go back to their senses and return to their loyalty to him like all other people. 24 He 
maintained his stance of avoiding the shedding of the Muslims' blood up to the last 
moments. On the day the battle started, he allowed a great deal of space and time for 
dialogue and goodwill efforts up to the middle of that day. Al-Daynuri has pointed out 
to this matter saying, 

tjk Aellall ( _ a J] ±t£ it Alui j Cjxjj <Ull j 

(j_a Uj ( jh, j-aJ jLui . , .pAj^j J-ic. .iaj 

j Ciaj t jasjJI J&ij i^AAuiLLj fA jfr J j i jgJill I'Xut ail^a 

^ui 14a. JjA ^ kuuilc. j 

"Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, kept for three days sending his messengers to 
the people of Basra, inviting them to return to obedience to him and to join the 
masses, but he found no response from the folks, so he marched towards them. He 
advanced towards the folks until his ranks were near theirs, so he stopped. He granted 
them a respite from the noon prayers up to the afternoon prayers, calling on them and 
pleading with them, while the people of Basra kept standing under the shade of their 
banner and 'A'isha in her camel litter before the folks." 25 

ALI » SEEKS RECONCILIATION 

Imam Ali wrote Talhah and al-Zubayr a letter saying, "You know that I did not want 
[to take charge of] the people until they wanted me, and they did not swear the oath of 
allegiance except after they forced me [to accept the post of caliph], and you both 
were among those who wanted to swear the oath of allegiance to him. You did not 
swear it to a ruler who took charge through force, nor for a present objective. So, if 
you swore it against your will, you thus indict your own selves by pretending to be 
obedient while concealing disobedience. As regarding your claim that I killed Othman 
ibn Affan, between myself and your own selves are those who can swear on my 
behalf and on yours from among the people of Medina then holds to account every 
individual regarding what he can bear. Here are the offspring of Othman ibn Affan; 
let them recognize their obedience to me than submit to me their complaint against 
those who killed their father. Having said so, what do you both have to do with 
Othman being wrongly killed? As you yourselves say, you are two men from among 
the Muhajirun, and you swore the oath of allegiance to me then you violated it and 
brought your mother out of her house which Allah Almighty to stay in it, and Allah 
suffices you. . . , Wassalam.” 

To 'A'isha, he wrote saying, 

"You came out of your house in disobedience of Allah Almighty and of His 
Messenger, Muhammed, seeking a matter which used to be none of your concerns, 
then you claim you seek reform among the Muslims. Tell me: What do women have 
to do with fueling hosts and reforming the people so you would seek, as you claim, 
revenge for Othman? Othman is a man from Banu Umayyah while you are a woman 

24 A1-Daynuri, Vol. 1, p. 147; al-Tabari, Vol. 4, p. 501; al-Mas'udi, Vol. 3, p. 106; al-Mufid, 
Vol. l,p. 334. 

25 A1-Daynuri, Vol. 1, p. 147. 
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from Banu Taym ibn Murrah. By my life, what has exposed you to affliction and 
caused you to commit disobedience is a greater sin than that of those who killed 
Othman! You did not become angry until you caused others to be angry, and you were 
not agitated until you agitated others; so, bear Allah, O 'A’isha, go back to your house 
and draw down its veil on you, Wassalam." 

As regarding Talhah and al-Zubayr, they did not answer Ali’s letters but sent him a 
message saying, "O father of al-Hassan [rather than addressing him as Commander of 
the Faithful!], you have marched where there is no return, and you shall not return 
while there was still inside you a desire, and you will not be pleased unless we submit 
to you in obedience, and we shall never obey you, so issue your decree as you please, 
Wassalam." 

His son, Abdullah ibn al-Zubayr, leaped and said, 

jjjjl jVI A_j| (»-J 4 jlie jJ (jLajC. AijUil JjS jitl jA jj Utc jl J(j4ill L$jj» 

.« , , IjJjlij ja. IjjlIaIj IjAuafrli j^i 

"O people! Ali son of Abu Talib is the one who killed caliph Othman ibn Affan, and 
he now has come you to explain your matter to you; so, be angry on account of your 
[murdered] caliph, defend your women and fight for the prestige of your lineage. . ." 
Al-Hassan Imam Ali's oldest son, leaped, praised and lauded the Almighty then 
said, 

jjj^LfraJI ft Ala Jbi Lilfr ji A_afr j Laii t j-ujtl jj bll Ajfr Cilia bliL A_l| J(_jubill l_£j|» 

Ajjfr jj A-ailaj iujjjxil till bai 4-ujjj u_jjj.sJl Aj1& ^ VWj Jjj ^1 ^»lj*JI jj jjjjll ebl jb jbaalSflj 
jjj i.aJl jl j-al ^jiiaJI A_j Jjibaj V ba l-L£i Abuib Laij i ji jA j AJLa CLjj i_jb { J& AjjI j j£l j all 
aJjj Ajub Ajj f£. j Aj| jjjjll Aajj Aii ^JaC-i jla i^A jjaI (jabll jbi ble jl AjjS Laij tUkil Jjil j' j' 

JaI IjJ JJ (Ji <_Ja 1 j^ ljajlj LaS s j^jll JaI AijSJI JaI Jjjj Laij cAjLulb jl jSl lA$i tAjlii jjJ 
,«j£luil!j -J-aall £bjj (JjISj jl (p) J I jbaiic. jLuali JjL&I ba jjaiij c Jkb 


"O people! We have come to know what Abdullah ibn al-Zubayr has said. As 
regarding his claim that Ali killed Othman, both the Muhajirun and the Ansar have 
come to know that his father, al-Zubayr ibn al-Awwam, keeps charging him with 
sins, accusing him of what exposes the faults. Talhah ibn Ubaydullah is planting his 
banner at the door to baytul-mal while he is still alive. As regarding his taunting Ali, 
this is what one's mouth of anyone who attempts it cannot stand, and if we want, we 
could do [i.e. taunt him likewise]. As regarding his statement that Ali severed 
people's affairs, the greatest excuse of his father, al-Zubayr, is that he swore 
allegiance to him with his hand rather than with his heart, for this is an admission that 
he did swear the oath of allegiance. As regarding the people of Kufa marching against 
the people of Basra, there is nothing unusual when the people of righteousness march 
towards the people of falsehood. By my life, we do not fight the supporters of 
Othman, while Ali has the right to fight the folks of the camel, Wassalam ." 26 


26 Ibn Qutaybah, Vol. 1, pp. 70-71; Ibn A'tham al-Kufi, Vol. 2, pp. 465-467. 
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The Commander of the Faithful dispatched to the folks the revered sahabi Sa'sa'ah 
ibn Suhan and after him the revered sahabi Abdullah ibn Abbas. Sa'sa'ah ibn Suhan 
went to Talhah, al-Zubayr and 'A’isha to magnify to them Islam's sanctity, to 
forewarn them of the evil which they were harboring and to remind them of the ugly 
acts they committed of killing Muslims. Sa'sa'ah said, 


i_jJUa (j_ii (jj| beuafr (jji. (jVI ; JUS .Alba jll Aai| ibjAlj AjjJafrii AaJlaj Cjjjji ebaA&a» 

!jA\ <_>J_1!| £ A_uule >"t K .A_ai]a Jj-a jali jjj jt| biia, ^i .Lil i_J jaJI 

.«(ji*aij (jlxaV Alllj jLufr i-iUall Aba, jh AS i^su ;>"tll ~4°i t jJall 

"I went to them and started with Talhah whom I gave the letter, whereupon he said, 
'Now when the war has bitten the son of Abu Talib, he shows kindness to us!' Then I 
went to al-Zubayr whom I found to be more lenient than Talhah. Then I went to 
'A'isha whom I found the fastest of all people to evil. She said, 'Yes, I came out 
seeking to avenge the killing of Othman and, by Allah, 1 shall do it, I shall do it." 27 

When the messengers dispatched by the Commander of the Faithful returned from 
Talhah, al-Zubayr and 'A'isha reporting the latter's insistence to oppose him and 
consensus on reneging on their oath of allegiance to him, doing the contrary of what 
he wished them to do and laboring to fight him and shed the blood of his supporters, 
that they would not listen to any admonishment, nor would they desist from 
committing wrongdoings even when forewarned, he set up the ranks of his brigades 
and organized the amiies. The same was done by the fellows of the camel who 
prepared their ranks with 'A'isha riding her huge camel, Askar, advancing before 
them. 2lS Al-Balathiri tells us that the Imam was keen about following high 
fighting ethics, ordering his supporters not to fight until they are provoked, not 
to kill any wounded person, not to mutilate any corpse, not to enter any house 
without permission, not to taunt anyone, not to scare any woman and not to 

29 

take anything other than what is in their camps. 

IMAM ADMONISHES HIS FOES 

Up to the last moment did the Imam maintain his way of admonishing his enemies. 
Historians tell us that when both armies faced each other, Ali came out to Talhah and 
al-Zubayr, came close to them to the extent the necks of their animals were on 
opposite directions. He said, 

bi-Lali (_yl!LS Lij&j Vj Ail! LAila 1 jlc- Abe. LuAAci j! Vba jj jLbj Lajbui LajAAe-l aaS 1» 

Ail! Abajj» (jjft Jli (jit- outjt! Ab4i» ;A_aJ]a JLSa « , , .Liiliii sjS Asu j-a LgJjft 

jSAj! jjjj b . jLufr Alia All! (jxla ? (jlAAfr j»Aj c-iUaj ,4_aila b .(jjiall JjaJl jA All! (jl qja iauj (Jail ^JjA 

bfr.U!» ;Jbsa t«!jbLla At biiij t AlljLsiii :(o^) aSiI j bll JLsa ? (o^) aaiI j ^ Ci jj<» 

j-ujil bai» ; JbsS AjLa_uai ^J! (p ) £• _i j^Aiili ,«IAjI Abjlli V - Aillj - lAA jjiuiA Aj jut La Aj jiii jJj 

Uij VI AjJifr A-la (jlaj-a jjj Ajb£ 1 _a» Jbja A_iijlc ^1 jjjjll JJ ,«j»iljL8J Vi lA^fr Ail! i Ala 
AJ Jlia .«i_iAa!j ^c.a! (ji aaj!» :JLaa «?£baj ji ajjj !aLaS» .«Iaa jjs. AjS i_i jt! 

Ajb ;! j >"t VljAAjj ,jjj (jl AjA jl (JAMUJ AA-i |A| (jjbbaJl (jjAA bi3LAA» ; AAAl Aj S. AajI 

* J I ij aj (j £. j_a£» ;AJ Jlia ,«Alilai V (ji baila. Aa ( jj)» ; Jla « V jbab I Aba I^Iaaj ebal& j n-blia (jj| 

.Abie, la t Jj.lbLa Aj JLLj Ai La jlc. l&Aa .«Jjlij 


27 Al-MufTd, Vol. 1, pp. 313-317; Ibn A'tham al-Kufi, Vol. 2, p. 467. 
28 A1-Balathiri, Vol. 2, p. 170; al-Daynuri, Vol. 1, p. 149; al-Tabari, Vol. 4, p. 507. 
29 A1-Balathiri, Vol. 2, p. 170. 
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"By my life, you have prepared weapons, steed and men. If you have prepared an 
excuse with Allah, fear Him and do not be like a woman who exerted herself in 
weaving something then tearing it apart..." Talhah said, "You mobilized people 
against Othman.'' Ali said, 0^41' o' OJ^*iJ i "On tkat 

Day, Allah will pay tkem kack (all) tkeir just dues, and tkey will realize tkat 
Allah is tke (very) trutk tkat makes all tking's manifest" (Qur'an, 24:25). O 
Talhah! Do you seek revenge against those who killed Othman? May Allah curse 
Othman's killers. O Zubayr! Do you remember the day when you passed by as 1 was 
in the company of the Messenger of Allah who said to you, 'Y ou shall fight him, and 
you shall be the wrongdoer'?" al -Zubayr said, "Yes, 1 do. Had 1 remembered it 
[before], 1 would not have thus marched out. By Allah! 1 shall never fight you." Ali 
returned to his fellows and said, "As for al-Zubayr, he has pledged to Allah not to 
fight you." Al-Zubayr returned to 'A'isha to whom she said, "Since I became an adult, 

1 have always known my position with the exception of my present one." She said, 

"So, what are you going to do?" He said, "1 want to leave them and go [home]." His 
son, Abdullah, thereupon, said to him, " Y ou have gathered both of these armies until, 
when some of them drew the line for the other, you now leave them and go? You 
have sensed the flags of the son of Abu Talib, so have you now come to know that 
they are carried by young gallant men?" He said, "I have sworn never to fight him." 
Abdullah said to him, "Offer an atonement for your oath and fight." Al-Zubayr, 
therefore, called his slave Makhool whom he emancipated [as atonement]. 30 

CALL TO UNITY 

The Imam then ordered a man from Abd Qais to raise a copy of the Holy Qur’an, 
which he did and stood between both armies. The man said, "I invite you to what it 
has. I invite you to abandon disunity, to remember Allah’s blessing on you in bringing 
your hearts together and to be united." He was shot with arrows until he was killed. A 
man from 'A’isha ’s camp shot a man from among the followers of Imam Ali, killing 
him instantly. Ali said, f-g-d' "O Allah! Do testify!" Another man shot an arrow 
that killed Abdullah ibn Budayl ibn Warqa al-Khuza'i. His brother, Abdul-Rahman, 
carried his corpse, so Ali said, f-g-d' "O Allah! Do testify!" Then Ali said, 'i* 
"Now is the time to fight." 31 

MORE OF ALLS COMMENTS ON THE BATTLE 

Besides Nahjul-Balagha, there are many references that quote for us the following 
statement by Imam Ali $4!* commenting on this battle, the first of its kind and the 
forerunner of countless incidents in which the Muslims killed each other and they still 
do to the delight of their enemies: 


kS jjui (j»5Ldl Adc) ft»V! 

jxilj I tj3 ‘ jjj! A a (jJjAinjUS t | al» alyl A j Li jJaj i ^atyl 141 

ji Uul La jLi .La^-uaC- Lj.Sjllj i La$a$aj jAill <_1 j£-\ Lilj t jjAjLl j-jfr jjxjlla jjjjllj <taila 
l _ r i .L^jlII Labile. LiJJ-ai it jAill Utj! LagJ! ^Isu Aillj i (jlJjjj t (jaul ji La^lal&li t ja»* 1! Ujllui! 

i 4_la J,\ ! jLuiS I 1 ‘4a ‘ J i (jJXJj Lilj I <_jl LAj (jjlJAlxi ‘ Jjljil! 4_aiU Li-u V jlj i 4£iUal! 

Ail! kfrUa L^Ja! j alyl i t j-uajll Laili i flllbll flu! La^JUa pa auuj i lAlfr-llj 4ulule LiiLuilj 
Lay&Li lajjji LaALuafr j_aj i tjSti ^-La 1 a^frOai j_a2 ‘ ^3' lUj Ail! A j .sit a ^3 ! t Lf 3xAjj 

Jji! ji Cilui jlj i jjiy jll Aa.! jjAj Lauil ^j! jLalul Lag!! Aillj . jlfr Lafcauj y& j j£j La^laliluiV 
~ La 4_lay jj Sa | afrlL3 j_a jl_S Aij .l_a£j fj3 ijllaj i Jks*. ^ Ixiua Laj Labile- t-ulaC.1 ^211 ; Lilli 
■Ssu Aai j^llaj j-aj jd AjujL Lula ^jJ! ail! j jij ^1 La i L Ida, jj jLajxj i AajLaaII 

30 A1-Balathiri, Vol. 3, p. 513. 

31 A1-Balathiri, Vol. 2, pp. 170-171; al-Ya'qubi, Vol. 2, p. 182; al-Tabari, Vol. 4, p. 509. 
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jj jjjj!1 I 4X1Xjj& jj Aalk 4j»ALk*jij (jjUll ^X b Cula ;A!Ij Aolfr <ui1 ^^^iua) ^j-lIII 

j-lft IjjkJi 1-4 4X1 J .A-ki jJ <_j-l*J ‘AuS ^1 ijjUII £j*j ij 4 jiu ^1 CliL AJlile 4(jjLi!1 jjS (jjLill £jkij4 
LaX j i sj£ jj LLa. jjjlkj! jfrjij4 J jfrj iLila Vj i JLaj 4j Jjlluil Vj I iLuaj Ajjjj Ijka, Vj i 1 jkLa 
Ajulll Lai i (jjjJ a jljl IjjlS ji!j ‘ 4_La afr-jj-aj- jfrJ jlfl 4 jj^C jj La£ i AjS jfrkjjjj iXLk jlS ‘ o jSiui >& 
xJ&!j ^jjfr ^ SYl jfrix^ jjl jlj 4 -g - '1 ^frlfrA ^kfri jlj .p^-iii VI A.ilki) Laj t jfrljX VI 

L-ofrJi (_j1 j^VIj j»Lik!1 j1_aA jj Lfr jk j 4 l _ 5 _ic- aLaxSfl . Aj2 Lafrfr xkj bU£ jLLl!) jj Lafrj!) (_jjS AjjLu> jl£ 
AjLfrfrj . fL a -ua AlVLk ^^1*] Lafrjl 4Xl J ill jlka j i Lafrj ijj 4 j3Xa 1 jLajft j»X jlj ‘ jLajft j»Xj jL]kj 

(j It jj Lb£j ^j . bulk A-.li.aj AlLua ^Ikc-i jji U1 ( jh . jlie. jj| jjLill (_J1 JAilkl lafrC. 1j .fLiafr 
(j-a liji VI jLajfr j»Xj > -ilkll Ixjfria jajuLul La 4Xlj!A_aXj ^ Jj jjlkj flfrj . Lallk jUfr jj) ^ui jjikj 
(jnnljl 4 Aj2 > j la.1 baj klUu j) Xi jli 4 Aba A_j ic. j^a j^i ^ajill ^ j£j jd j i Alika AjV i A_aXj > jli kj ji 
jjA, jC- jj jl£ LaS . LaiUa jUfr jj| jlS ji! ;ib5lj ja aX&lj jLajfr jal sJ i £bua La 4Xlj .daail jXjj i jaVl 

.Ajj__uaU j jLL jlj i A jllll jjlj j ji A -1 w j1__S X li . A aife (_i iij a j -uaA 

^ jlS jjlj .AjS jjjXjLall 4 Ajft jjfrifr.iail ja jjSj ji Ai ^^iaij jlS xil 4 Lajlka Jkll bllj ^ jlS jilj 
4 j^Vu-il j-a aX&lj Jxi Lai ,Axa (jaLiil ^Xjj 4 UiLfr xSjjj Aijkj ji Ai (juju jlS xli 4 jjjluabJl ja daa 

.djjXljLa jbuu ^ij 4 AjL uijJU 4J jab fl^j 

Vj 4 ki bixJl baal iri La 4 Xlj .a j_uabj Aj jaaai Ajx^j 4 A.aka.i xLfraJl jja jiiil Jfrjjfr 4 X 1 jl ‘(jabi) Lfrji 
4 Aii.aaj AJjX Aj Xjxui 4 A_&Ua) j_aj A_k jj Ajjb > -lialaalj 4 Ajja. £afr Xi jUaauil jlj Vi .Aj VI jjAil 

42 I Jja) (Xjjj J xij 4 AjjLj La jkuj 4 a jjjfr j A*xbj tilix ^ji Ajjjj cla&j 


Ailaxjj 4 AJ j_aV) j^jj Lafrla X&lj J • JJJ jllj A^ik Lfrxaj a jjjajil ^1 4b jba Aakilfr ji i (jabil Lfrji 
.4 -u 4 aj A_ai1 jlX-aj Vj 4 J-aaaj 4X1 ^1 jllaj V .Ifrilki jjjjil Laij 4 Ifrafr jjli A^ik Lai .Aa&Lua jjX Ajifr 
IjibL jjj 4 jlXxjJ jxJI Ijjbuai ji! 4X1 J .Aj AfrLii 4 iaaSj Jjli Lafr j ‘ Aaibaai 4bjk JaLa. Lafrla X^lj 
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When your decision makers met with me, I looked and could not go against your 
consensus, so you swore the oath of allegiance to me willingly. The first from among 
you who swore it were Talhah and al-Zubayr, and they did so willingly, not being 
coerced, and 1 knew treachery on their faces and reneging in their eyes. Then they 
soon sought my permission to go to perform the 'urnra, so 1 told them that they did 
not seek the performing of the 'umra, and Allah knows that they had set their mind on 
treachery, so 1 renewed their pledge of obedience and that they should not seek to 
cause the nation to fall into catastrophes. They, thereupon, gave me their pledge but 
they did not fulfill it. They reneged on their oath of allegiance to me, violating their 
promise to me. They went to Mecca and fooled 'A'isha, deceiving her. The sons of 
the taleeqs fbalkll supported them. They went to Basra whose people were on the 
consensus to obey Allah and to swear the oath of allegiance to me. They both invited 
them to disobey Allah and to disobey me. They brought into sedition anyone who 
obeyed them, killing anyone who disobeyed. So, how amazing their 
straightforwardness to both Abu Bakr and Omar and their injustice to me! By Allah, 
they both know that 1 am not less than either men (Abu Bakr and Omar), and had I 
willed, 1 would have said, O Allah! Let Your wrath descend on them both on account 
of what they have committed against me and enable me to win the upper hand over 
them. You have heard how they killed Hakim ibn Jiblah and also their killing the 
(four hundred) guards of State coffers, and what they did to Othman ibn Hunaif. All 
these are not hidden from your knowledge. By Allah! 1 have been afflicted by four by 
the like of whom nobody was afflicted after the demise of the Prophet fif: 1 have 
been afflicted by the most cunning of all people and the most generous, namely 
Talhah ibn (son of) Ubaydullah, with the most brave of people, namely al-Zubayr ibn 
al-Awwam, with the one who is the fastest of all people to harm people, namely 
'A'isha daughter of Abu Bakr, and with the man who was the fastest of all people to 
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sedition, namely Ya'li ibn Umayyah. By Allah! They did not find me doing anything 
abominable to charge me with, nor did they require my requital on its account, nor 
did 1 hoard money for myself, nor did 1 let my desire take control of myself. They 
demand something which they themselves had abandoned and blood which they 
themselves had shed. So, had 1 been their partner in it, as they claim, they have their 
own share of it, and they were ahead of me to do it. The burden is on none but their 
own selves, and what is needed is killing them. Their greatest argument is against 
their own selves. The first act of justice is that you must indict their own selves. 
Mu' awiyah had written them from the Levant a letter to deceive them, but they hid it 
from me, and they marched out misleading the fools and the Bedouins with the claim 
that they were avenging the killing of Othman while Othman’s blood is round their 
heads and is sought from them. By Allah! They are following a solid misguidance 
and a blind ignorance. How amazing it is when Talhah instigated people against the 
son (Othman) ibn Affan, until he was killed, then he willingly shook hands with me 
then reneged on his oath of allegiance to me and kept unjustly mourning Othman ibn 
Affan and came to me claiming to demand retribution! By Allah! He did not rush to 
avenge the killing of Othman except due to his fear of being held responsible for 
shedding Othman’s blood because he always thought ill of him (of Othman), and 
nobody among the people was more hostile towards him. He, therefore, wanted to 
deceive regarding the matter in which he put himself so he could confuse the matter 
and to let suspicion settle. By Allah! He (Mu' awiyah) did not do, with regard to 
Othman, one of three (options): 1) If Othman was unjust, as he used to claim when he 
facilitated his siege (prohibiting anyone from getting water and food from reaching 
his mansion), instigating people against him, he was supposed to support his killers 
and to shun his supporters. 2) Had he (Othman) been in that conditions oppressed, he 
(Mu'awiyah) should have kept people at by from Othman, finding excuses for him. 3) 
If he was in doubt regarding both matters (options), he should have stayed away from 
him, leaving him alone and letting people to deal with him. He did not do any of the 
three. He (instead) approached a matter the entrance to which he did not know, nor 
did he have justifiable excuses. 

O people! Allah, the most Exalted One, the most Great, mandated jihad, magnifying 
it, making it a way to support Him. By Allah! Life is never good without it nor 
religion. Indeed, Satan has assembled his hosts, bringing his cavalry and his infantry 
and all those who obeyed him in order to restore the creed to himself and to his way, 
utilizing in so doing his trickery and deception, waiting to see what he would 
accomplish, and 1 have seen many matters which have materialized. 

O people! 'A’isha marched to Basra accompanied by Talhah and al-Zubayr each of 
whom wishes the matter (caliphate) to be his, steering it in his direction rather than in 
that of his fellow. As for Talhah, he is her cousin. As for al-Zubayr, he is her in-law. 
They do not extend a rope to Allah, nor do they find means to reach Him. Each of 
them harbors an evil intention towards his fellow, and they will never achieve their 
objective. This individual will take out the life of that, and each will turn against the 
other. By Allah! 1 know that the woman who rides the red camel will not cross an 
obstacle, nor will she untie a knot, nor will she carry out an undertaking except in 
disobedience of Allah and in causing His wrath until she brings herself and those with 
her to perdition. Yes, by Allah, a third of them will be killed, and a third of them will 
flee, and a third of them will repent. She, by Allah, is the one at whom the dogs of 
Haw'ab will bark. So, will there be anyone who will receive admonishment? Will 
there be anyone who will consider? 

Indeed, sedition has risen and the oppressive group is in its midst; so, where are those 
who remember the Judgment (Day)? Where are the faithful? Ways have been coined 
for them and goodness has (now) been presented to them. For every misguidance 
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there is a cause, and for everyone who reneges casts vagueness and it is known 
to be vague because it looks like the truth. 32 
Historians differ among themselves about when the battle took place. Some say that it 
started on a Thursday on the middle of Jumada al-Akhira of 36 A.H., and there are 
those who say that it took place on the 10 th of Jumada al-Akhir of 36 A.H., while still 
others say that it took place on the 10 th of Jumada I of 36 A.H. in the Khurayba area in 
the outskirts of Basra. 3 

Over the right wing of the Imam stood Malik al-Ashtar, and over the left was Ammar 
ibn Yassir, and the banner with Imam Ali’s son, Muhammed ibn al-Hanafiyya. 34 Al- 
Hassan was in the right wing and al-Hussain was in the left. 

BATTLE'S OUTCOME 

Only few hours after its start, signs clearly pointed to the defeat of the fellows of the 
camel 36 . In the evening, Talhah and Marwan ibn al-Hakam as well as those who 
fought with them were all rounded up. When Marwan saw people fleeing, he said, Aj 
t-M ljJ-j V "By Allah, I shall never seek revenge for Othman after 

this day." He shot Talhah with an arrow, wounding his leg, then he turned to Aban ibn 
Othman to whom he said, 4 Lj 1 ja "i have spared you [the trouble ol] one of 

your father's killers." A slave of Talhah brought a mule whom the latter rode. The 
slave said to his master, "Will there be a place for us to alight?" He answered, "No, 
the folks have already exhausted you enough." He was provided accommodation at 
one of the homes of Banu Sa'd in Basra where he died/ 

Some sources have indicated that al-Zubayr regretted what he had done and withdrew 

TO 

from the battle before it started. According to another report, al-Zubayr withdrew 
from the battle and headed to Medina after noticing signs of the defeat of the fellows 

TQ 

of the camel. 

After al-Zubayr’s withdrawal from the battlefield, he was followed by Amr ibn 
Jannooz with a group of his followers, killing him in an area called Wadi 

al-Siba' (Lions' Valley) 40 , then he severed his head from his body and brought it to 


32 A1-Tabari, TarTkh al-Umam wal Muluk J Vol. 3, p. 492; al-Hakim al- 

Naisabfri (or Naishapfri), Al-Mustadrak 'ala Al-Sahihain yk djjluull, Vol. 3, pp. 

412, 5573-75; Al-Riyadh Al-Nadhira Vol. 4, p. 249; al-Mas'£di, Murfj al- 

Thahab Vol. 2, p. 380; al-Bayhaqi, Dala’il Al-Nubuwwa »JwSJI cPV-i, Vol. 6, p. 415; 

Ali ibn Burhan ad-Din al-Halabi oA' CMji Ch A®, Al-Seera Al-Halabiyya 4 nW t Ltt-A 
Vol. 3, p.287. 

33 A1-Balathiri, Vol. 2, p. 174; Yaqut al-Hamawi, Mu' jam al-Buldan, in a footnote about the 
word A A Khurayba. 

34 A1-Mufid, Al-Jamal, p. 179. 

3 Al-Muffd, Al-Jamal (Qum edition), p. 186. 

36 A1-Balathiri, Vol. 2, p. 171. 

37 A1-Daynuri, Vol. 1, p. 171. 

3S Ibn A'tham al-Kufi, Vol. 2, pp. 470-471. 

39 A1-Balathiri, Vol. 2, p. 181. 

40 Al-Tabari, Vol. 4, p. 511. 


26 



Ali ibn Abu Talib telling him what he had done to al-Zubayr. Ali rStiL took al- 
Zubayr's sword and kept turning it as he said, "It is a sword that quite often kept harm 
away from the face of the Messenger of Allah, but this is destiny and fate." 41 

WHAT HAPPENED TO A'lSHA? 

After the battle had come to an end, they took 'A'isha out of her camel litter and set 
up a tent for her. The Imam said to her, 43j*jd 6^' dhAi i U dlj ?diu ^ djaiu 

4Jjjjulj ^ d Li t ijjUa a)» "Did he not order you to remain at home? By Allah, those who 
took you out were not fair to you, safeguarding their wives while exposing you to 
danger." He ordered her brother Muhammed to accommodate her at the house of 
Saliyya daughter of al-Harith ibn Talhah al-Abdi where she stayed for several days 
following which the Imam sent Abdullah ibn Abbas to her ordering her to get out and 
return to Medina. She said, Li k a a j La Cidldj dls U dual "I refuse what you have said and 
oppose what you have described," whereupon Ibn Abbas informed Ali rStiL of her 
refusal to cooperate. Ah sent him back to her. Ibn Abbas said to her, >**' u) 
u' 4ldt (£) jjiaj-all "The Commander of the Faithful orders you to return." 
'A’isha, therefore, came out of Basra. Ali sent with her brother Abdul-Rahman or 
Muhammed son of Abu Bakr with a group of women known for their piety from the 
tribes of Abd Qais, Hamadan and others, outfitting them with turbans and anning 
them with swords. 'A’isha was thus returned home dignified, honored. 42 
It is said that 'A’isha entered Medina and went home feeling regretful for what she 
had done. Whenever the Battle of the Camel was mentioned in her presence, she 
would weep profusely then say, dul l 411a A$d i <jlad L "How I wish I never saw that 
scene!" And if she recited the verse saying «0*a>-“ "Stay in your houses 

(33:33)", she would weep until the veil on her face would be drenched. 43 

k Juu*llj (jjldl tuau ^Luj A_dt dl dl Jjjuj ,jlS ; dlls Adult (jc ((jjVUall taluS) ^ (jjldll JlS 
La jd ( j S j_at Cad Auaaia. ^St J^AS (Ja jjAaS AaLd ^lt Jd juaall dj^dl LI ,jlSj 

A_dt dl if La ts ai3l Cad aS ijaat A£t l^_a jS ,ja aljal IgJ CaAA) JUS dll qC i "'" » idijiS k <ja adu jd 
IS I iJjAS laA IaLS k daa jlAuaa A_j| ;A_*aj Caaj i>Aj_d Calls k Aj *' dlj Lai ;Cal&) 81 iAujCu Ada ^luj 
j^jAS ijaat Aajd A u la& ■ a dl Jj»j » a ?Ad ^jjJI a±A La ;Ad jAS tV Jj»j t u AalS ijoSlia 
t j»LS (ji V| jA La dljS ;&Aj*a JjSj iCallS .c!!a Aad-a L Call Aj ^ jjjj k d]j JjSLaj laSj*Jl Add dauji. 
; JLS ?jaSLfca Ca IS I dl Jj_uij la ;9Ajaa Ad Calls tL^-La la A lalS tdla iiijS (jlajai Laj AuAtli £ji CjAjls iialdl 
LalS tlaSjJllI Add Ca < aja. ;CaJlS , (Jxat Aa jd A L5 aaS*a) ;JlS ?dla Ad ^all ^Jjll sift LaS ;Ca3LS ‘(V) 
VI dl Jj^aj La ;Ad Calls A .^a-v j|j LaiS .dJj Jaa Ad Calls AaLad ^Jl jlJ LalS tdfi jd Cals k( ^I| jlA 
dll lad lift -C5 adal ;l^J CalS k »ldaj^ Ad dlj sAjaa Jjd ;CailS k (AaS ^1 Ad^ V) ;JlS ?Aia ddai 
0jjd! *«j i^ajdl Ada A_^jj (jl A_alc Aa da ■ aj A alfr dl dl Jj— uj ,jldj ;CadlS aidj 

AaS ,jV jaSULa CalSI Al ,j33 lA^Jj tAaaadl 

,jj' (j* Aaad aLaVI sljj ^aII CluAdl j 1 jjfcllaldt LaA 1 ‘ r - dl ydj A da j Adult (2)1 ( _ J It Jaj laaj 

dl JLS (jaalll jdaj Aalt dl (^^aall ^Ijji (ja (jdi jail (jC' JLu! jt Laija Jji ; JlS (jalat 
. J_at JA£ ^jajldl (jdua jLS lalS k A*a CaaAA j jat jladjIS dJLaa AAS dl ^1 Ljaa (2)!} I^La 

(2>a jdljall q- 4 ;jdajdl jaal la ;CaIlS tldajaS AuAj 1 Cad * aS t^jllal ^a JjaaS cSjIaVL Ala CaiAt j 
:j-at JUS V [LaijjJS Cadaa AAS dl ^jJl lajaa jl{ :,_jIL*j dl JLS jlahl jduij A_alt dl ^yLaa ( _ f al!l ^Ijji 
.Aadi^j Adult (_jA;JlS tA aid Alt Allu la dlj sjS :^jA jll JlS k (jalat jyl L dl laatlj 


41 Ibn A'tham al-Kufi, Vol. 2, pp. 471-472. 
42 A1-Mas'udi, Vol. 3, pp. 113-114. 

43 Ibn A'tham al-Kufi, Vol. 2, p. 487. 
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In his "Book of Divorce", al-Bukhari (in his Sahih ) quotes 'A'isha as saying, "The 
Messenger of Allah used to like sweets and honey. Once he finished his afternoon 
prayer, he would go to visit one of his wives with whom he would be intimate. He 
once entered the chamber of Hafsa daughter of Omar (ibn al-Khattab) where he 
stayed longer than he used to. I, therefore, felt jealous and inquired about it. I was told 
that one of Hafsa' s folks had gifted her a small jar of honey, so she served the Prophet 
a sweet drink of it. I said to myself, 'By Allah, I shall scheme a trick for him.’ I said to 
Sawdah daughter of Zam'ah, ’He will get close to you; when he does, say this to him: 
’You have eaten (honey extracted by) Maghafeer (bees),’ and he will deny it, 
whereupon you should say to him, ’What is this (foul) smell I find?’ He will say, 
’Hafsa served me a honey drink.’ You should then say, ’The Arfat bee did it,’ and I will 
say the same. You, too, Safiyya, must say the same.’ She went on to quote Sawdah as 
saying, ’By Allah, he was at the door when I wanted to call on him as you ordered me 
out of fear of you.’ When he came close to her, Sawdah said to him, ’O Messenger of 
Allah! Have you eaten Maghafeer?’ He answered in the negative, so she asked him, 
’What is this foul I find coming out of you?’ He said, ’Hafsa served me a honey drink.’ 
She said, ’The Arfat bee did its thing.’ When he turned to me, I said something like 
that. When he turned to Safiyya (daughter of Huyayy ibn al-Akhtab), she said 
similarly. But when he turned to Hafsa, she said to him, ’O Messenger of Allah! Shall 
I give you a drink of it?’ He said, ’I have no need for it.’ She went on to quote Sawda 
as saying, ’By Allah, we have deprived him,’ whereupon I said to her, ’Keep silent.’" 
All this is quoted verbally by al-Bukhari and Muslim (in their respective Sahih 
books). 'A’isha added saying that the Messenger of Allah could not tolerate any bad 
smell coming out of him. This is why those wives told him that he had eaten the 
Maghafeer because they cause a bad smell. 

What proves that 'A’isha and Hafsa were the ones who thus schemed is a tradition 
narrated by imam Ahmed (ibn Hanbal) who quotes Ibn Abbas as saying, "I was 
keenly waiting for the opportunity to ask Omar (ibn al-Khattab) about the two wives 
of the Prophet, peace and blessings of Allah with him, about whom Allah Almighty 
said, ’ If t O tk of you turn in repentance to Him, your kearts are indeed so 
inclined’ until Omar went to perfonn the pilgrimage which I performed with him. At 
one point, he swerved from the road and I did the same with him. He relieved himself 
then came to me. I poured water on his hands for his ablution, then I said, ’O 
Commander of the Faithful! Who are the two wives of the Prophet, peace of Allah 
with him and His blessing, about whom Allah Almighty said, ’ If kotk of you turn 
in repentance to Him, your kearts are indeed so inclined’? Omar said, You are 
amazing, O son of Akkas!’ Al-Zukri kas said, ’By Allak, ke (Omar) kated tke 
question, kut ke did not kide tke answer. He said, ’They are 'A'isha and Hafsa.’" 

AISHA RUDE TO OTHER WIVES OF THE PROPHET 

Rebellious 'A’isha was rude to almost everyone around her, the spoiled young woman 
that she was, the one who was married to the Prophet of Islam on her father's 
insistence rather than due to the Prophet's own desire and wish. 

Here is text for the reader that testifies to this fact. It is stated on p. 175, Vol. 3 of al- 
Bukhari's Sahih in a chapter about women's jealousy: 

Jlia ^jLu i _fAj AJij ‘laic Ail jj . CiL 4-iLua ,jjia jjiil La£ 
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4 ‘ULs ,j-a j_b jSjj 4 £)VUj 4>uai^j AbUtc ,ji <jjxL : ildlii ? <-A< m La ; Aj| j Aalc aiil ( _ f ba 

^jjj t^aCj UJj'A cr^'j cr“ :0$-l ^ Vi : AJlj AjIc b)l (J La Jli 

"This (narrative) agrees with her conduct with Mother of the Faithful Saiiyya 
daughter of Huyayy (ibn al-Akhtab). The Prophet, peace and blessings of Allah with 
him and with his Progeny, entered her chamber once and found her crying. He, peace 
and blessings of Allah with him and with his Progeny, asked her, ’What causes you to 
cry?’ She said, ’It has come to my knowledge that both 'A’isha and Hafsa belittle me 
and say that they are better than Safiyya.’ He, peace and blessings of Allah with him 
and with his Progeny, said to her, ’Why did you not ask them how they could be better 
than you since my father is Aaron, my uncle is Moses and my husband is 
Muhammed’?" 


AJlj 4 a jJ <LiLu 3 (jbijj Aualctj <Luul& LLul£ ; ^.411 jajuJu ^ (JJJJ 

V' : bgd jLli 4Jlj A_dc. <bl dib (-1^441*1 4 4j4j^_dl iltu b ; Igd j 4 

cr^J ‘ ^ ljjJa 0! ls^j* : b 'jbu : h.'iY' 

4 bil Jj-ujj dLaI& liA : bi Hi* 4 ba^J 4“i 1144 V ( _ r ba j_lk ba2 4 bil Jj-4jj ^ cr^jjj ‘ A&l 

. . . 'j** t jjjSj (> f j* V b : dib ^ J jjii 


In al-Qummi’s TafsTr, it is narrated that both 'A’isha and Hafsa used to hurt the 
feelings of Safiyya (daughter of Huyayy ibn al-Akhtab), wife of the Prophet, peace 
and blessings of Allah with him and with his Progeny, addressing her with "Daughter 
of the Jewish woman," so she complained about it to the Messenger of Allah fi who 
asked her, "Why do you not respond to them?" She asked him, "O Messenger of 
Allah! What shall I say to them?" He said, "Say this to them: ’My father, Aaron, was a 
messenger of Allah, my uncle, Moses, was the one who spoke to Allah, and my 
husband is Muhammed, the Messenger of Allah; so, what fault would you find in 
me?’" Safiyya said to both women what the Prophet, peace and blessings of Allah 
with him and with his Progeny, suggested to her, whereupon they both said to her, 
"This is something which the Messenger of Allah taught you to say." It was then that 
this verse was revealed in defense of Safiyya: 

11. O you who believe! Do not let 
Some men among you ridicule 
others: It may be tbat tbe (latter) 
are better tban tbe (former): Nor 
should you let some women 
ridicule others: It may he that the 
(latter) are better than the 
(former): Nor should you defame 
nor he sarcastic to each other, nor 
call each other by (offensive) 
nicknames: A name connoting 

wickedness is ill-seeming (when 
used by one) after having believed, 
and those who do not desist are 
(indeed) wrongdoers. 

ATSHA SLAPPED, CAUSED TO BLEED 

Al-Muttaqi al-Hindi, author of Kanzul-'Ummal Jb«Jl jJS, as well as many other 
historians, chroniclers and biographers, narrates to us how one day 'A’isha 
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complained to her father, Abu Bakr, about her husband, the Messenger of Allah, 
peace and blessings of Allah with him and with his Progeny, and went as far as saying 
to the Prophet, -^2', i.e. be fair, whereupon her father slapped her on the face so hard 
that her blood stained her clothes. 44 Even more rude than that, the same source tells 
us, is her statement to the Prophet when she was angry with him once in which she 
very rudely addressed him saying, ^ "You are the one who claims to 

be a prophet." Let us provide you with more details: 

Her rude statement addressing the Prophet '0 was: 

Jjajij 4ui jj tim d i 


"Do you not claim that you are the Messenger of Allah? Will you then be fair?" It is 
recorded by Oi oi jj) "Abul-Qasim" Mahmud ibn 'Amr 

ibn Ahmed al-Zamakhshari (d. 538 A.H./1144 A.D.) in his book titled CP 
Jjjjjil Al-Kashaf 'an Haqa’iq Ghawamiz al-Tanzil which was published in two 

volumes in 1419 A.H./1998 A.D. by i_u£il jb Dar al-Kutub al-'Ilmiyya of Beirut, 
Lebanon. This derogatory statement by 'A’isha and all the details involving the 
incident in which she pronounced it are provided by the author on p. 415, Vol. One of 
this book which is edited by Muhammed Basil Uyoon al-Sood. I am not going to 
provide you with more references to this incident because the above source does it for 
you. There are numerous other incidents testifying to the rudeness of 'A’isha which 
would fill an entire book, especially her rudeness to Latima daughter of the 
Messenger of Allah 0, all documented in reliable Sunni sources, but we think this 
much should suffice the discreet reader. Sunnis claim that the Prophet advised them 
to learn half of their religion from 'A’isha, and we think they have learned the other 
half from Abu Hurayra with whom ' A’isha once clashed. 


44 A1-Muttaqi al-Hindi, Kanzul-'Ummal jjS, Hadith No. 1020; Abu Hamid al-Ghazali, 
Ihya' al- 'Ulum fb*l, in the 3 rd chapter of "Kitab Adab al-Nikah," a chapter about the 

etiquettes of Islamic marriage; al-Ghazali, Vol. 2, p. 35; al-Ghazali, 

ViA' Mukashafat al-Qulub al-Muqarrib ila 'Allam al-Ghuyub, p. 238. 
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